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I THE KJ'feUNG O F LEE HARVEY OSWA LD 


Oswald's Arrest 

Lc* Harvey Oswald was taken into custody by Ihe Dallas, 

Texas, PoUce Department on November 22, 1963. He was confined In 
the Dallas City Jail ana held pending investigation of Ms alleged 
connection with the assassination of President John F. Kennedy, the 
shooting of Texas Governor John 13. Co'nnally, and the murder of 
Dallas policeman J. D. Tippitt in Dallas that day. 

Re n oval Plan s I h.-.licized 

Sews media, on the easts ol IniormMloi. furnished by the 
Dallas Police Department. reported bud Oswald would m removed 
to the Dallas County Jail o.. Sui.de/ mom, re. November 24, 1003. 

The Sunday morr.it, newspaper, "Tn.- Dallas Ttmes-Hurald, " 
reported the rlimr.cd'removal. and ,i e second a,.d third editiohs ol 
that newspaper. Min ul wind* *"« pet "Ut shortly alter mfdn.ght 
Saturday night, quoted. Dallas IV „ce Cturf Jesse Curry as having told 
reporters, asking wt.en the transfer would occur, "you better be 
around nere about 10 a.m." It is the established procedure, after 
charges nave been tiled against a prisoner, to transfer him. within a 
reasonable time, from the City Jail ,0 'he Dallas County Jail. 
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R e m_oval_St cps Iinti ated 

On t rie following niora;;^, Sunday, N ivember 24, 1963, 

Oswald was moved from the City Jail to the third-floor office of 
'.he Homicide and Robtery Bureau of the Police Department. From 
there, at 11:15 a. m. , he was escorted to an elevator leading to the 
basement of the City Hall. With h.s rigr.t wrist handcuffed to the 
left wrist of one officer and with a s -hond officer holding his left 
arm, Oswald was escorted to toe ramp of the underground parking 
area. Arra .gements hii beer, made ? o transport h. n to the County 
Jail in a., arm* red r ar. 

O swalcl K id le d 

Oswald and his p«/uce useori rei'-ned *he ramp area at 
approximately 11:2,4 a. m. A iargi urnu, • »( ;aw enforo rr.ent officers, 
newsmen, and cameramen h »d m * r. • • basement area. 

Suddenly, a man darted fnrw *rd iron. ir..o..g the group, cl .tcnmg a 

gun in his hand. It was a . 3b ('alii t r r»*\olver, and he fired it at 

•** r 1 

close range at Oswald. The . bullet pri.et rat ed- M.e left side of his 
atxiomen (Exhibit !), and Oswald droppeo to the floor.. His assailant 
was apprehended immediately and Oswald was taken >yy amtxilance to 
Parkland Memorial Hospital. Surgery' began at 11:32 a. m. , but he 
never regained consciousness ar.d was pronounced dead at 1:07 p. m. 
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Am all tint Identified 

Oswald's assailant was identified as Jack Ruby and he was 
charged on November 24, 1963, with Oswald’ a murder. On the 
following day, Ruby was transferred to the Dallas County Jail to 
await further court action. On November 26, 1963, the Dallas County 
Grand Jury Indicted Ruby for Oswald's murder. He Is now In custody, 
awaiting trial. 

EL INFORMATION CONCERNING RUBY 

Early Years 

Jack Ruby was born Jack Rubensteln to Polish Immigrant 
parents at Chicago, Illinois, March 25, 191L He legally changed 
his name to Jack. Ruby at Dallas, Texas, on December 30, 1947. 

One of eight children, Ruby grew up in Chicago's west side and did 
not complete hla high school education* 

He "scalped" tickets and worked as a vendor at sports events 
and conventions in Chicago. While still In hla late teens or early 
twenties, Ruby moved to the VJk st Coast, where he was engaged In 
such activities as soliciting subscriptions to periodicals and selling 
tip sheets at race tracks. He returned to Chicago about 1937. 
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Friend Murdered 

When Leon Cook, a trier, a o! Ruby’*. or«aoUed a local ol 
the Scrap Iron and Junk Handlers Unton in Chicago In 1W7, Ruby 

became secretary-treasurer. Ills employment w.th the local terminated 

when Cook was shot aid killed by another union organiser following a 

dispute at a union meeting In 1933. Ruby, was Jailed overnight, questioned, 

and released. As a tribute to his deceased friend, Ruby adopted the 

i Vr irr 1S40 to .943 he traveled lit the Hew England 

middle name Leon. From imu to .#«, 

area, where he distributed pu-icliboards at manufacturing plants. 
Associates during that early period of his .lie have deecr.bed him mi 
a "hustler" wl>o could sell almost anything. 

Military Service 

According to United Stales Army Air Corps records, Jack 
Ruby served honorably from May 23, 1913, .0 Februan 21, IW«. 

When he was discharged as a Private First Class. Ruby qualdiod as 
a sharpshooter with the nlle. He saw no foreign service. 


Chicago to Dallas 

After his discharge from military service, Ruby returned to 
Chicago, where he was engaged primarily in the novelty business with 


two of his brothers 


until 1947. He then sold his interest in the busineefl 
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and moved to Delia., Texas, where a aleter, Kva, waa operetta* 

. eupper club. He wot to ChUfgo lor a abort ttm. In »«. 
but returned to Dalle, when bl. after Indicated A. need* help 

Ln operating the «upper club. 

/. 

Career aa N l ftht Hub Operator 

Thla waa the beginning ol Ruby' a career a. a night club 

operator and at the time he killed Oewald he wa. operating two . 
club., on. ol which wa. the Vega. Club. Hie after, Kva Grant, 
adviced on November 28, 1883, that ah. and Jack Rub, each own 
50 per cent Invest In the Vega. Club. Tht. .later mid. In 
the management ol thla club. The Caroueel, termed, a private 
club, ha. been operated b, Rub, elnc. 1961 a. the Caroua.1 Club. 

According to Kva Grant, the Caroueel Club la owned b, 

3. L R, Incorporated, ol which Ralph Paul and Ruby each own 
50 per cent Internet. Ralph Paul advieed on November 28, 1963, 
he received 500 .hares ol stock Irom Rub, a. collateral lor loan* 
and doe. not consider he own. an, ol the Carousel Club. Ralph 
Paul claims he believe. Rub, owns 500 .hare, pledged to Paul 
and Rub,', brother, Earl, own. the remaining 500 aharM. 

Earl R. Rub, advised on November 28, 1963, he ha. no Inlormattoo 
concerning S t R, Incorporated, and own. no part ol Carousel Club. 
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Records of the Special Services Dureau, Dallas Police 
Department contain an application for license which shows 
ownership of the Carousel Club as S 61 R, Incorporated, Ralph 
Paul, president; Jack Ruby, vice president; and Samuel D. Ruby 
(Jack's brother), secretary-treasurer. 

Records of Secretary of State Office, Austin, Texas, 
reviewed on November 29, 1903, set forth that this corporation 
was chartered February 10, 1960, and its right to do business 
In Texas was forfeited July 17, 1961. The forfeiture wajs based 
on findings that the corporation had no assets from which judgment 
for franchise, tax penalties and court cost could be satisfied. 

Personal Characteristics 

Acquaintances "of Ruby have described him as hot-tempered. 
They stated he would resort to violent action with slight provocation 
but also described him as the type of person who would not hold a 


c 




grudge. He Is \tnown to have carried a gun and, on * least two 
occasions, was arrested for carrying a concealed weapon. He also 
has been described as a very emotional pei son and was nearly - — 

inconsolable following the death of his mother. 

Relations v *ith Dallas Police 

Investigation disclose that Ruby has hail friendly relations 
with law enforcement officers In Dalian.. A lorner associate staled 
the re.ationshtp apparently wa. established following the shooting ol 
a police oilier, when Bui, held a beheld In behalf ol the deceaeed 
officer's family. Ruliy encouraged various police olllcere to visit 
his c!«l« and. on occasion, gave them part-time Joho and Iree meals. 

Travel 

Investigation established that Ruby has traveled to various Clties_ 
seeking entertainers lor his Dallas night clubs. M associate, who w as 
manager ol the Troptcana Gambling Casino. Havana, Cuoa, in 1958 
and 1959, advised that he recalled that sometime In 1959 Ruby spent 
a one-week vacation In Havana. Cuba, and he had seer. Ruby there at 
that time. Another Individual advised that he and two companion, visited 
Havana, Cuba, over the Labor Day weekend ln l959. He said they were 
at the Troptcana Gambling Casino one evening during this visit when a 
man approached and introduced htnisell by a name which this person 
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believes was Jack Ruby. The person who introduced himself as Jack 
Ruby slated he was from the west side of Chicago, Illinois, but had 
moved to Dallas, Texas, some years ago and indicated he owned 
night club*. 

Political Interests f 

Ruby has been described by associates and acquaintances as 
strongly anticommunist. Ruby reportedly has no particular 
interest in politics Ixit has strong feelings of affection arid admiration 
for people in the public eye. 

No Relationship with Oswald 

Investigation has not established that Jack Ruby ever knew or 

associated with Oswald, 

"* •' " *■ * * • *> * «<• 
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FD1 Intervnw w ith R iby 

Jack Ruby was interviewed by the FDI on November 24 and 
25, 1963, at the Dallas City Jail. Ruby advised that alter he heard 
that President Kennedy had been assassinated on Friday, November 22 , 
1963, he closed hla club6 and had not planned on oi en^g them again 

until alter the President'6 funeral. He stated he was ashamed that 

/ 

anyone would want to p.irtici; aie in dancing or anv jntertainment 
.liter the assassination. He related that on Friday night he went 
to his house of worship for prayer. 

rtuby stated that later in the evening he wer.t to a delicatessen 
and had some sandwiches made up after which he drove downtown 
and called a detective at the Homicide and Robbery Dureau at the 
Pi .ice Department to see if anyone wanted the sandwiches. Ruby 
stated the detective told him they had eaten and the sandwiches were 
not needed. Ruby explained that, after talking with the detective, he 
decided to call radio station KLIF, Dallas to see if anyone there 
wanted the sandwiches. When he received no answer, he walked 
over to the Poiice Department to find someone from the radio station 
who could tell him how to contact the personnel still on duty at KLIF. 
Ruby continued that while In the hallway at the Police Department he 
saw th» officers escorting Oswald duwn the hall to an assembly room. 
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Ruby advised be had never seen Oswald before and did not know him. 

Ruby stated he personally knew many officers of the Dallas 
Police Department because since 1947 he had become acquainted with 
them while operating night club® In the Dallas area. He commented 
he felt ashamed that officers of the Dallas Police Department were 
helpless to do anything to Oswald. 

Emotional Pressure Grew 

Ruby related that, after reading newspapers and watching 
television regarding events following the assassination, he found 
himself grieving and crying a great deal stating that President 
Kennedy was his idol. On Saturday morning, November 23, 1963, 
he spent an hour at the scene of the President's assassination and, 
after returning home, read newspapers and watched television. 

He thought that Mrs. Kennedy would have to return to Dallas for 
the trial of Oswald and he did not want her to have to undergo such 

an ordeal. 

Ruby recalled an Incident when an officer of the Dallas Police 
Department was killed by a hotel man who was freed. For this 
reason, Ruby said he was afraid that somehow Oswald might escape 
punishment for Preeident Kennedy's death. Ruby continued that he 
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knew tii at Attorney General Robert Kennedy loved his brother very 
much, yet was helpless to do anything personally to Oswald for this 
killing. He further commented that newspaper accounts concerning 
the activities of President Kennedy's children also upset him. 

H( said he was proud of the way the Cltv of Dallas had 
handled racial problems arid thought it was the greatest city In 

the world so he wanted to be something better than anyone else. 

— ** '■ r ' ’ , . , 

Ruby continued that he thought about these things and had 

becon.e very emotional. 

Took Gun with Him 

Ruby advised that at about 10:00 a.m., on November 24, 
1963, he left his apartment In Dallas and drove to a parking lot 
located across the street from the central Western Union office 
in Dallas, which is one block from the Dallas Police Headquarters. 
He said that, before leaving home, he put Us . 38 caliber revolver 

In his coat pocket. 

Concealed Means of Entry 

Ruby stated that, after parking his car, he went to the 
Western Union office and sent a $25 money order to one of his 
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employees at Fort Worth, Texas. He then went to Police 
Department headquarters and entered tie oasement from the Main 
Street side. Ruby ref-sed to explain how he got into the basement 

or what time he entered. 


Claims Reasoning Beclouded 

He advised that he was standing In the basement when he 
saw police officers bring Oswald out the door. W hen they came 
near him he lunged Tor Oswald and shot him in the stomach. Ruby 
cla .ned that his grief over President Kennedy's death had built up 
to the point that he comma* 1 this act during a moment of insanity 
that overcame his rationality. 

Ruby stated that he had not planned to shoot Oswald, that no 
one knew he was goi.g to the basement of the Police Department, 
and that no one assisted him in any way whatsoever. He said that he 
made no telephone calls to ar.y persons telling them that he Intended 
to shoot Oswald, and he declined to say why he had his revolver with 
him when he left his home to g , to the Western Union office. 


Investigation of Ruby 

Investigation by the FBI established that on Friday evening 
November 22, 1963, and Saturday morning November 23, IS 63, 

Ruby attended his house of -worship. A motorcycle patrolman of the 
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Dau 13 Police Department reported that, while on duly at the .U. 
ot the assassination on the aiternoon ol November 23, 1333, Ruby, 
who l» known to him, was present and discussed the shooting with 
him. The ollicer said Ruby appeared solemn as did everyone eUe. 

On the night ol November 22, 1963, tad wltr.es.es observed 
Ruby at a delicatessen. An oilicer ot die Police Departa.ent slat* 
.hat a, about midnight, November 22, 1963, he observed Ruby In 
the basement oi Police Headquarters tn the vicinity ot a police 
assembly room whore District Attorney Henry Wade was holding 
a press conference. This otl.oer observed Ruby again several 
minutes later In a basement torrldor near the Police Deparlmen 

Records Bureau. 


Ruby In Police Bullding_ 

Lieutenant Jame. R. Gilmore stated that he Lad known Jack 
Ruby tor a doaen years thrown trequent contact with 1dm on official 
business. Gilmore recalls seeing Ruby In die Police building on die 
evening ot November 22, during which he chatted briefly with Ruby. 
Ruby told Lieutenant Gilmore that he had distributed eandwlche. to 
KLIF Radio Station employees In the Police building and, In Lieutenant 
Gilmore', opinion, Rub,. did no. appear to be unduly upset over die 
assassination of the President. 

. « 
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An individual who had known Ruliy for over 20 years said 
that on tiie evening of November 22 tie had seen Ruby In an elevator 
at the Police building. Ruby greeted him and Jokingly asked If he 
hud been arrested. 

Henry Wade, Dallas County District Attorney, stated that 

I 

numerous photographers and reporters were In the Police building 
on November 22, some Of whom complained that Oswald was being 
held incommunicado. To prove mat this was not the case, Wade 
arranged for some of them to. view Oswald. During this period, 
Wade observed Ruby among tins group. 

An employee of radio station KLFF advised that when he 
returned to the radio station at approximately 1:45 a. m. , on 
November 23, 1063, Ruby was at the station and had brought 
sandwiches and soft drinks iur station personnel. This employee 
recalled Ruby was grieving for the Kennedy family. 

At 8:00 a. m. , November 24, 1963, Ruby arranged for the 
woman who usually cleajis his apartment on Sunday to come to the 
apartment that afternoon. He said he would return at 2:00 p. m. 

A Dallas police officer on November 24, 1963, pursuant to 
instructions, located Ruby's 1960 Oldsmobile at the parking lot 
acruss the street from the Western Union office. 
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Records of the Dallas Police Department concerning the 
arrest of Ruby following his shooting of Oswald Indicate that Ruby 
had In hla possession $2, 015. 33 cents in cash. Also located among 
Ruby’s personal effects was a receipt for a $25 money order which 
had been time-stamped 11 :16 a. rn. , November 24, 1963. 

On November 27, 1963, Investigation revealed that the 
. 38 caliber Colt Cobra revolver, Serial Number 2744LW (light 
weight) used by Ruby to shoot Oswald was purchased in Ruby's 
name from Ray's lla_rdwa_re Store, Dallas, Texas, on January 19, 
1960. At the time of this purchase, Ruby gave his address as 
3508 Oaklawn, the address of the Vegas Club. 


Arrest Record 


Records of the Dallas Police Department set forth nine 
separate instances wherein Jack Ruby, under Dallas Police 
Department Number 36398, was arrested on a variety of charges 
between February 4, 1949, and March 14, 1963. Those charges 
and the dispositions are as follows: 

Date Offense 

2-4-49 


Disturbing Peace 

7-26-53 Investigation of 

carrying concealed 
weapon 


Disposition 

Paid $10 fine same data. 


Released 7-20-53. No 
cuM'ges filed. 


I 


5-1-54 

Investigation of 
carrying concealed 
weapon 

Released 5-1-54. No 
charges filed. 

5-1-54 

Investigation of 
violation of peace 
bond 

Released 5-1-54. No 
charges filed. 

12-5-54 

Investigation of 
violation state 
liquor law 

Complaint dismissed. 
2-8-55. 

6-21-59 

Permitting dancing 
after hours 

' Complaint dismissed 
7-8-59. 

8-21-60 

Permitting dancing 
after hours 

Posted $25 bond and 
re leaf ed same date. 
No fui tlier di .position 
shown. 

2-12-63 

Simple Assault 

Found "not guilty" 
2-27-63. 

3-14-63 

"Alias Ticket" 

Posted $35 bond 


(This arrest resulted 3-14-63. No further 
from Ignoring a traffic disposition shoam. 


summons) 

The Dallas County Sheriff’s Office advised on November 25, 
1963, that Jack Ruby has no previous record with that office. 

Records of the Texas Department of Public Safety, Driver 
and Vehicle Records, Austin, Texas, set forth that Jack Roby had 
been issued twenty traffic tickets from April 21, 1350, through 
February 28, 1963, for negligent collision, running red lights, . 
speeding, illegal turn, running stop signs, and accident!. 
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Records of the Identification Division of the FDI, Washington, 

— * ; # ~ 

D. C. coaiam one arrest for Jack Leon Ruby under FDI Number 


693 083 E: 


Contributor of 
Fin gerprints 

Police Depart- 
ment, Dallas, 
Texas 


Name and Number 


Jack Leon Ruby 

#3 63 98 


Arrested or Charge Disposition 
Received 

12-5-54 l.r.esti- Not submitted 

gation Iry Dallas Police • 

Violation Department 

State 

Liquor 

Law 
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irr. intboT if - civil r.Tr.--r? -j r. n,T.:3 

Basis for Invest. lent*. on 

If Osvrlti’c d'-ath w re the r ' :lt oJ r cor rp : r: cy 
to deprive him of a cons ti tuttonr.l ri^ht, for the 

right to furnish information to t,he Federal Govori;:;« n:, or 
if any law enforcement nffi.cn r was prrt of .ouch a ' # *~irncy 
or otherwige willfully permitted C^rld to be kill* *, there 
would be a violation of l Cir-.l Rights 3“' # 

A "» set forth in Fart II, an extensive ir'p’lry was 
conducted into Jack Ruby ’r background. All p..;. ;:-.j of his 
life were explored, including bio -ovcr.eni.r f ‘ .. •• tine 

of Oswald’s arrest until his death. 

The FBI investigation also inter \v.ly •mvruc'i 
every other logical avenue of approach. Ir.r:o"r.v ?r poor* hie, 
Interviews, .were CQ^dycted with officers of the Dallas 
Police Department on duty in tiv* baserent of the police 
building at the time of the murder and with a lar^o number 
of news-media representatives who also were present. 
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Anonymous Telephone War ni ngs 

At 2:30 a.m., Sunday, November 24, 1963, an anonymous male, 
speaking In a calm, mature voice, Informed an employee of the Dallas 
?BI Office by telephone, "I repreeent a committee that la neither right 
nor left wing, and tonight, tomorrow morning, or tomorrow night, w# 
are going to kill the man that killed the President. There will be no 
excitement, and we will be there, and we will kill him. " 

This Information was relayed to Deputy Sheriff C. C. McCoy, 
of the Sheriff's Office, at 3 a.m., November 24, 1963, and to Captain 
W. B. Frazier, of the Dallas Police Department at 3 :20 a. m. , on the 
same date. 

When Deputy Sheriff McCoy was notified, he stated that he had 
received a similar call from a man who said, ”1 represent a committee 
of around one hundred people who have voted to kill the man who killed 
the President. " McCoy said that the Sheriff had been notified and that 
security precautions were being taken to protect Oswald. 

Captain Frazier, when told of the call, stated that plana to 
transfer Oswald to the County Jail might be changed In view of this 
threat. He said he would furnish this Information Immediately to Dallaa 
Chief of Police Jesse Curry. He waa alao arfrlaed that the Sheriff’a 
Office had received a simi lar call. 

* # 

I 
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At 8:15 a.m., November 24, the Special Agent in Charge of 
the Dallas FBI Office personally followed this incident by informing 
Chief of Police Curry of the facts concerning the anonymous call. 
Curry remarked that he had alroady received this information and was 
taking all necessary precautions. He stated that he had changed the 


schedule for moving Oswald and had two armored cars available. 


Oswald was to v “ 


. one, while the other car could be used as 


a decoy. 


ransfer Plans 

/ %urumg to Chief Curry, plans for the removal of Oswald 
fro.a the City Jail to the Dallas County Jail were in the hands of 
Captain Will Fritz, who was in charge of Investigating the assassination 
of President Kennedy., the murder of officer J. D. Tlppltt, and the 
shooting of Governor Connally. Fritz, according to Curry, told him 
he planned to remove Oswald sometime on November 24. Curry did 
not designate any lime, but left it to Fritz 1 discretion. Curry said that 
he did not IndiCfc ^ the press the specific time when Oewaid would be 
transferred, but thr .vhen asked, he suggested that reporters return 
by 10 a. m. on November 24. 


4 
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Henry 

said he asked Ca;» 
moved f rom the City 
evening of Novc-.’^r 
that Sheriff Dockr\* 
at night and that Cs 
Sheriff J. 
ruxored among pr^s 


Co- 


ta t « » 


r i c t 


to rV '• 


to the c cy Jail or. 

C r # ~ If.’ . * . ' 1 # !;r "/ • * • } - \ r 7 

;!•; : li'ii'* to hwc prisoners :. v/cu 



Oswald v/ruK he trr.r.uf* rr^ t 1 J 1 • * • »* 

Someone at the police de/artp n:. n?*\.:ip;; Captain hrita, 
called D-r’ror d \ nC l . r "* d that 'V ‘~.V* he 

moved that ih.v of Cr.vaV : r ot 


quite been cc~pl r - to ‘ . 

At a 1 " ‘ 

h^ard from an v * . “.M'..*' ' ,, ii v ' 
removed at 10: h • -h"., !*• - , 

this with the police but ; a Join * t 


: # 3 ••'•riff ^ 

• .aid \r**Ad he 
his ol i ic co ^ ; 1 . 

recall ho*v f h • ^ 


done. 

Sneriff Hcckcr aluo advlrod that ?n the •. ir.; 

of November 24, Chief of "vaic^ Cvivry cali'-d to advise 
that Oswald would be t ranr. I orr^d by armored truck and 
solicited the Sheriff’s optr'en. Th" Sheriff told ChioT 
Curry that it was up to iiio to rrake tho decision and tho 


Sheriff '8 office had no plans for participating in the 
removal until Oswald was dolivcvcd to the County Jail. 
Armored Truck a Decoy 

Captain Will Fritz, head of tho Homicide and 
Robbery Bureau, stated that he was interviewing Oswald 
in his office nt 11:00 A. M ., on 
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November 24 In the presence of two Secret Service Agents, a Postal 
Inspector, and two detectives, when he was Informed by Chief Curry 
that Oswald was to be transferred to the County Jail at that time. 

Fritz said he had no prior knowledge of the time of removal. He and 
Curry agreed that an armored truck would be used as a decoy, but 
that Oswald would actually be transported In an unmarked police car. 

! 

Flanking Guards 

Fritz Instructed one detective to handcuff his left hand to 
Oswald's right hand and another detective to walk on Oswald’s left 
side. Still another detective was assigned to. walk behind the prisoner, 
while Fritz walked In front. They proceeded in this manner from 
Fritz’ office on the third floor to the basement by way of a Jail elevator. 
Upon reaching the basement, they used the door which would enablo 
them to travel the minimum distance to the exit where the transfer 
vehicle was parked. 

Basement Area Checked 

Before passing through the door, Fritz went to the basement 
exit, where he was assured by a uniformed officer that the area was 
secure. He returned to the prisoner, and the group proceeded as 
before, with Fritz walking ahead through the exit door to the ramp 
where the transfer vehicle was located. As Frits stepped forward 

-18- 


% 


S' -N 

( , 

t 

to open the car door, he heard a shot. Turning, he observed officer, 
grappling with Ruby, who was unknown to him. 

Pertinent Areas Secured 

Assistant Chief M. W. Stevenson said that In preparation for 
Oswald's transfer, extensive security measures were put into effect. 
These called for all pertinent *o ue cleared and secured. This 

phase was under the supervision of Captain Cecil Talbert. After the 
area was secured, Captain O. A. Jones was to place additional detective. 
In the pertinent area. Stevenson Issued specific orders regarding tho#0 
who would be allowed at the loading site as well as In the adjacent 
area. According to Stevenson, some 60 to 80 officers were stationed 

throughout these areas. 


Basement Security Plan 

According to Chief Curry, Captain Cecil Talbert had been 
Instructed to make certain that proper security existed in the basement 
of the Dallas Police building. Talbert stated that on November 24 he 
assigned 18 officers of the Dallas Police Department and 25 reserve 
officers to safeguard Oswald's removal from the City Jail to the County 
Jail. He said he made specific plans and gave detailed instructions 
regarding the route to be traveled by the transfer vehicle. He aUo 
Issued specific orders to the officer, responsible for the route and 
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the means by which Oswald was to be taken from the third 
floor of the Police building to the basement. 

Orders to Check Identification Pa3sc3 

Talbert also said he issued specific instructions 
that only police officers and accredited nowsmen would be 
allowed in the parking area. He stated that a thorough 
search was made of the pertinent transfer area prior to 
the time Oswald was brought down to the basement. He 
estimated that, when unauthorized persons had been cleared 
from the building and conditions seemed suitable for 
placing Oswald in the transfer vehicle, there were 
approximately 150 reporters and television personnel In 
the pertinent area.- He said he had eiven his men instructions 
to check the identification passes of all such individuals. 

Captain 0, A. Jones said that on November 24, he 
received instructions relative to Oswald’s transfer. His 
Job was to see that the armored truck, in which Oswald was 
to be transported, was placed in position in the basement. 

Be was furnished additional orders to keep representatives 
of the press and news media away from the basement driveway. 

Be passed along these instructions to the men under his 
command* 

Ranking Dallas police officials who were interviewed 
stated there were no written instructions issued in 
connection with the transfer of Oswald from the City Jail 
to the County Jail. 
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Area Search** 

Officials of th* Dallas Polio* Department her* • 1 

o tatad that shortly prior to th* shooting, th* ar*a *** 4 

thoroughly soarchod and thr** city eaploy**s who w*r# not 
authorised to b* pr*s*nt w*r* evicted. Th* ar*a was 
actually searched on two s*parat* occasions, approximately 
on* hour and again on* -ha If hour b*for* th* slaying. 

L*.rg+ Crowd Pros+nt 

A Dallas Polic* De par t a* n t detective, who was a 
»*sb«r of th* security detail in th* ba**a.nt at th* tis* , ; 

of Oswald’s atteapted removal, coo»*nt*d that a larg* 
nu*b*r of n.vs^nedia personnel had b**n allows! to cor*r 
thl. activity, acd th. are. ... brilliantly iU«l«td *r ■ . j. . 

lights s*t up for television cameras. 

At th* tie* of th* shooting, th*r* w*r* approximately^ 

60 to 80 polic* officers on duty in th* bas.rn.nt. Th. polio, 
do not have a record identifying th* officers who w*r* in 
th. baa.rn.nt at th* p*rtin*nt time, nor do they bar* any 
record a. to th. identity of aom. 180 other persons who wr. 
also present in th. baa.ment during th. pertinent period. 
w . ^iog intensive, wid..pr.ad'.f forts to identify and • 

interview all persons who w*r. pr.sent when Ouwald was kill* 

On. d.t.ctlv. on duty with the security detail 
in the bas*~nt said h. had known Jack kuby .i»c about 
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1957 and that shortly after Oevald was shot, he had talked 
with Ruby. Ruby told him that he had walked down the rMtp 
from Uatn Street into the basement on the out elde and 
that he, Ruby, could not have timed hla arrival better, 

V/hen the detective aaked Ruby if he had been challenged, 

Ruby answered that one policeman, whose name he did not 
know, had shouted at him, but that he nerely ducked hie head 
and continued on. Ruby told him that Just as he reached 
the bottom of the ramp, Oswald appeared. ^hen Ruby was 
asked how he knew Oswald, he replied he had been present 

at the press conference on Friday evening, November 22, at 

► 

which Oswald had appeared. 
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